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Control of hazardous substances

1  Scope

The purpose of this document is to ensure safety in the use, storage and disposal of substances hazardous to health

2  Regulatory requirements

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (as amended)

Personal Protective Equipment Regulations 1992

3 Procedure 

St John Ambulance will identify and control exposure of its employees and members to substances hazardous to their health that are associated with its work activities.

4 Assessment of risk

Assessments will be carried out by competent people. No member or employee may carry out any activity likely to expose them to hazardous substances until a suitable risk assessment has been carried out.

Material safety data sheets (MSDS) will be obtained for all substances purchased for use within each county. These documents will be passed to the county safety officer who, with other relevant people will carry out an assessment of the risks involved in the process for which the substance is being used. The completed assessment form will be placed in the county divisional safety file and will be brought to the attention of the employees and members concerned, together with any training requirement.

The assessments will routinely be re-assessed every two years or earlier if:

· An up-dated MSDS sheet is received

· The process changes

· Any safety issues are identified with the substance or process.

5  Prevention of Exposure

Suitable measures will be put in place to prevent or control exposure to hazardous substances as identified in the risk assessment. This may include:

· Substitution of the substance for something less hazardous

· Reducing the quantities or exposure times for the substance

· Provision of PPE

6 Personal protective equipment (PPE)

Where the prevention of exposure is not reasonably practicable by other means, PPE will be provided which is suitable for its intended purpose and conforms to the relevant UK or EC directive. Where PPE is provided, employees / members will be trained in its use. Sufficient stocks of PPE will be maintained and made available at all reasonable times.

7  Health Surveillance

Where the risk assessment identifies the need to provide medical surveillance, this will be provided and carried out by the county medical officer or other nominated doctor. Where such health assessments are made, records will be kept as statutorily required.

8  Biological Agents

The handling, storage and disposal of clinical waste are subject to the requirements of the COSHH Regulations. County procedures will be in line with national medical advisory committee requirements

All movements of patients as part of patient transfer activities will be consistent with good medical practices

9 Information Training and Instruction

All employees / members likely to be exposed to hazardous substances will be provided with sufficient and suitable information, training and supervision to enable them to use the substance safely. They will also be made aware of the precautions necessary for their protection.

Contractors and members of the public who may come into contact with hazardous substances as part of their involvement with St John Ambulance will also be provided with sufficient information for their protection.
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