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Fire Risk Assessment 

Guidance Note
The aim of this document is to give you an overview of the Fire Safety Order. If you require more detailed information please contact the national health safety and environmental co-ordinator.

Fire legislation

All non-domestic premises now need a fire risk assessment as required by

· The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005
 The Fire Safety Order (FSO) applies to all St John Ambulance buildings. 11 fire safety guides have been published to support the order of which 3 apply to SJA properties:

· Offices and Shops

· Small to medium places of assembly

· Sleeping accommodation ( where buildings are used for sleep over’s)

The FSO  identifies a “Responsible Person”  who is responsible for ensuring that the provisions of the order are carried out .This has been identified within   SJA as the county commander ( see HQC 137/06) The order also identifies a “Competent Person” as being someone with sufficient skills to assist the responsible person in carrying out his duties.. A series of workshops were run to provide the necessary skills for counties to carry out this task.

The FSO requires that

· A fire risk assessment must be carried out to identify the hazards (sources of ignition, sources of fuel, and sources of oxygen)

· To identify the people at risk (visitors, employees, volunteers etc)

· To evaluate, remove , reduce and protect the people at risk ( evaluate the risk of fire occurring, evaluate the risk to people from fire, remove or reduce the hazards, remove or reduce the risks to people)

· Considerations must be given to detection and warning systems, fire fighting, escape routes lighting, signs and notices, and maintenance of plant and equipment.

The requirements of the FSO will have an impact on the requirements for SJA properties.

All buildings will require some sort of alarm system and emergency lighting. Whilst for the simplest buildings, consisting of no more than a ground floor hall, toilets and perhaps a kitchen, this may be no more than a hand crank bell and a couple of rechargeable torches, for all other buildings, certainly for those of more than one floor this will require as a minimum, and electric call point and sounder system, plus emergency lights.

Where buildings are used for sleep over’s  a full automatic detection system will be required , together with suitably protected fire escape routes.

The local Fire Service will  become the enforcing authority and therefore will no longer be allowed to offer advice 

	Issue no 3                     Review date 01/01/09          next review 01/01/10


