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Waste Collection Storage & Disposal

Guidance note
The aim of this document is to give you an overview of the regulations applying to the control of waste.

If you require more detailed information, please contact the national health safety and environmental co-ordinator 

General requirements

The control of waste from non-domestic properties is covered by various regulations made under the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  You are required to carry out risk assessments with regard to the handling of waste and where appropriate the provision of personal protective equipment

All non-domestic waste is “Controlled waste” and some is “Special waste”. In either case you are required to keep it safe and to have it removed by licensed waste contractors.

Details of what constitutes special waste may be found in the Special Waste Regulations  1996 (as amended)

In the case of clinical waste in accordance with the St John Ambulance clinical waste policy HQC 39/05

Always remember the legal ownership, and responsibility  (duty of care) for the waste remains with you until the waste reaches its final destination and is correctly disposed of. 

You are entitled to carry out “duty of care” audits on your contractors to ensure that they are carrying out their duties. It is recommended that this is done at least once in order that you have evidence of “due diligence” 

Storage and packaging of waste

You have a  general duty of care requires that you keep and store waste safely. Waste should be kept safe against

·  corrosion and wear of containers

· accidental spillage or leaking

· Accident or weather breaking contained waste open and allowing it to escape

· Waste blowing away off – site or when stored or transported.

· Scavenging of the waste by vandals, thieves, children, trespassers, or animals.

These rules apply to all waste – not just special waste.

Transfer Paperwork and labelling

Special Waste must be adequately labelled. You should have an internal transfer note system in order to be able to track where the waste came from.  Sufficient information must be available to enable the waste contractor to carry out his duties correctly.

Selection of an authorised contractor.

Under the terms of the Duty of Care Regulations special waste must be disposed of by way of a contractor authorised to deal with the type of waste you are removing.  If you are using the local hospital, they must be authorised to receive and process the waste and it must be on the basis of a formal contract.

As the “duty Holder” you are responsible for ensuring compliance.

Waste transfer notes

All legal documents relating to the transfer of waste must be kept on file for a minimum of 3 years. enforcing officers are empowered to come and inspect documents if they wish.
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