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Work at Heights Policy

Scope

This Policy sets out the responsibilities and arrangements made by St John Ambulance, relating to ‘Work at Height’, in order to comply with the Health & Safety at Work Act (1974), and other subordinate legislation, to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the health, safety and welfare of employees, and those persons who are not employees who might be affected by the activities of the St John Ambulance.

This policy is specific to all work at height activities. The “Work at Height” Regulations 2005 requires employers/organisations to ensure that all work is assessed, organised and planned effectively and carried out by competent persons.
Legislative Requirements

This policy has been issued to enable St John Ambulance to meet its statutory obligations for Health and Safety. 

· The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974: 

· The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999:

· The Work at Height Regulations 2005 as Amended 2007:

Minimum Standards
St John Ambulance, through its management structure, shall ensure:

· that work at height is not carried out where it is reasonably practicable to carry out the work safely by other means.

· that all work at height activities are planned and organised in accordance with the regulations.

· that all work at height activities are carried out by competent persons.

Additionally in relation to work equipment utilised in work at height activities St John Ambulance shall:

· ensure that a task analysis checklist is completed in relation to each piece of equipment being used to establish the piece of work equipment is suitable and sufficient for the task.

· ensure that regular ‘Thorough Examinations’ of equipment and accessories are carried out by a competent person within the prescribed intervals, and in line with current legislative requirements.

Assessment of Risk
1. Prior to all WAH, a competent person will carry out a suitable and sufficient  risk assessment of the full task and the equipment to be used to complete the task. 

2. Where a Risk Assessment residual risk is MEDIUM a Safe System of Work will be required prior to commencing work.

3. Where a Risk Assessment residual risk is HIGH a PERMIT to WORK (PTW) will be required as well as a Safe System of Work prior to work commencing. 

4. A Permit To Work  will be required for all roof work.

